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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-26 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 26 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "claim" in line 1 
of the claim should read, "claim". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-2, 7-10, 15-16 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,633,823 to Bartone et al. 

5. As to claim 1, Bartone discloses a wireless remote control system for controlling power 
distribution from a power source to a computer the combination comprising: a master controller 
computer (22) for generating power distribution signals [col. 6, lines 45-48]; a wireless signal 
receiver (36) for receiving power distribution signals [col. 5, lines 29-67]; a wireless signal 
transmission link (46) delivering power distribution signals from said master controller to said 
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wireless signal receiver [col. 6, lines 3-10]; an external power switch disposed between the 
power source and the computer and having an open condition in which the power source is 
disconnected from the computer and a closed condition in which the power source is connected 
to the computer [col. 5, lines 59-67]; an intelligent agent (30) that receives signals from said 
wireless signal receiver [FIG. 3], distributes control signals to and receives signals from the 
computer to be controlled and controls the condition of said power switch [col. 5, lines 1 1-45]; a 
two-way communication link (32) between the computer to be controlled and said intelligent 
agent over which signals between said intelligent agent and the computer to be controlled are 
transmitted [col. 5, lines 1 1-28]. 

6. As to claim 2, Bartone discloses a database of information about the controlled computer 
and used by said master controller computer to generate a computer shutdown control signal that 
is recognized by the controlled computer [col. 6, lines 11-18]. 

7. As to claim 7, Bartone discloses said two-way communication link is a wireless link [col. 
5, lines 40-45]. 

8. As to claim 8, Bartone discloses a wireless remote control system for controlling power 
distribution to a plurality of computers, the combination comprising: a master controller 
computer for generating power distribution signals [col. 6, lines 1 1-18]; a wireless signal 
receiver for receiving power distribution signals [col. 5, lines 29-67]; a wireless signal 
transmission link delivering power distribution signals from said master controller to said 
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wireless signal receiver [col. 6, lines 3-10]; an intelligent agent (30) that receives signals from 
said wireless signal receiver [FIG. 3], said intelligent agent having a plurality of two-way 
communication links, one between said intelligent agent and each of the plurality of computers, 
wherein said intelligent agent can distribute control signals to and receives signals from each of 
the plurality of computers and controls the power condition of said computers [col. 5, lines 1 1- 
45]. Because Bartone teaches the control signals from the intelligent agent activate and 
deactivate a computer [col. 5, lines 59-65], Bartone teaches turning off the computer, such as 
disconnecting said computer from its power supply by means of opening a switch, substantially 
as claimed. Furthermore, Bartone teaches that the control signals allow the central controller 
computer to directly control the plurality of computers [col. 3, lines 62-67], and that each one of 
said plurality of computers may be controlled individually [col. 4, lines 18-21]. Thus Bartone 
teaches that the control signals are directed towards an individual computer, and inherently 
comprises a unique addressing means for the control signal to be sent to the particular computer, 
substantially as claimed. 

9. As to claim 9, Bartone discloses said two-way communication link is a wireless link [col. 
5, lines 40-45]. 

10. As to claim 10, Bartone discloses a database of information about the controlled 
computer and used by said master controller computer to generate a computer shutdown control 
signal that is recognized by the controlled computer [col. 6, lines 1 1-18]. 
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11. As to claims 15 and 16, Bartone discloses the intelligent agents receive wireless signals 
to manage activating, deactivating, or limiting the power to the controlled computers [col 10, 
lines 22-3 1]. Furthermore, because Bartone teaches the control signals from the intelligent agent 
activate and deactivate a computer [col. 5, lines 59-65], Bartone teaches turning off the 
computer, such as disconnecting said computer from its power supply by means of opening a 
switch, wherever the switch may be disposed, substantially as claimed. 

12. As to claim 25, Bartone discloses a wireless remote control system for controlling power 
distribution to a plurality of computers, the combination comprising: a master controller 
computer for generating power distribution signals [col. 6, lines 1 1-18]; a wireless signal 
receiver for receiving power distribution signals [col 5, lines 29-67]; a wireless signal 
transmission link delivering power distribution signals from said master controller to said 
wireless signal receiver [col 6, lines 3-10]; an intelligent agent that receives signals from said 
wireless signal receiver and distributes them to the computer to which they are addressed and to 
the internal power switch of the computer addressed [FIG. 3, and col. 5, lines 1 1-45]. Because 
Bartone teaches the control signals from the intelligent agent activate and deactivate a computer 
[col. 5, lines 59-65], Bartone teaches turning off the computer, such as disconnecting said 
computer from its power supply by means of opening a switch, wherever the switch may be 
disposed, substantially as claimed. Furthermore, Bartone teaches that the control signals allow 
the central controller computer to directly control the plurality of computers [col. 3, lines 62-67], 
and that each one of said plurality of computers may be controlled individually [col. 4, lines 18- 
21]. Thus Bartone teaches that the control signals are directed towards an individual computer, 
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and inherently comprises a unique addressing means for the control signal to be sent to the 
particular computer, substantially as claimed. 

13. As to claim 26, Bartone discloses the signals transmitted to the wireless signal receiver 
include computer shutdown signals and computer startup signals [col. 10, lines 22-31]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 3-6, 11-14 and 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 6,633,823 to Bartone et al. 

16. As to claims 3 and 11, Bartone discloses the controlled computer responds to a to a 
computer shutdown signal by executing an orderly shutdown routine and then transmits a signal 
indicating that it is safe to disconnect the power source from the controlled computer, which 
signal is transmitted to said intelligent agent [col. 10, lines 28-3 1]. Bartone teaches that the 
controlled computer may have a power conservation mode, and that the intelligent agent may 
activate or deactivate this mode as desired, causing the computer to enter such a mode in a safe 
and orderly fashion. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the process of 
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activating or deactivating such a mode would comprise any necessary communication protocols, 
such as safety indication messages or the like, in order for the power conservation mode to be 
activated or deactivated, substantially as claimed. 

17. As to claims 4 and 12, Bartone discloses the intelligent agents manage activating, 
deactivating, or limiting the power to the controlled computers [col. 10, lines 22-31]; it would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that limiting the power to a computer would comprise 
disconnecting the power source from the controlled computer, substantially as claimed. 
Furthermore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the process of having the 
intelligent agent managing the power of the controlled computer would comprise any necessary 
communication protocols, such as safety indication messages or the like, in order for the power 
conservation mode to be activated or deactivated, substantially as claimed. 

18. As to claims 5 and 13, Bartone discloses the controlled computer may have a power 
conservation mode, and that the intelligent agent may activate or deactivate this mode as desired 
[col 10, lines 28-31]. Because ACPI is a power conservation mode, it would be inherent for the 
control process to comprise any necessary ACPI signals in order for the power conservation 
mode to be activated or deactivated, substantially as claimed. 

19. As to claims 6 and 14, Bartone discloses that the master controller, the intelligent agent 
and the computers to be controlled are all part of a network [col. 5, lines 48-45, and col. 6, lines 
7-10]. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that secure communication 
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technology such as authentication protocols well known in the art be implemented in the 
network, in order to prevent unauthorized access to the devices within the power control system 
Indeed, Bartone teaches the use of secure and authenticated communication technology, such as 
VPN [col. 5, lines 3-6] or other secure network protocols [col. 7, lines 57-67, and col 8, lines 1- 
3], in other aspects of the invention. Thus, Bartone teaches it would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use authenticated communications, comprising security information 
identifying the control signal as an authorized signal wherein said intelligent agent only 
distributes a control signal to the computer to be controlled if the security information is 
authentic, substantially as claimed. 

20. As to claim 17, Bartone discloses the intelligent agents receive wireless signals to 
manage activating, deactivating, or limiting the power to the controlled computers [col. 10, lines 
22-31]. Furthermore, because Bartone teaches the control signals from the intelligent agent 
activate and deactivate a computer [col. 5, lines 59-65], Bartone teaches turning off. the= 
computer, such as disconnecting said computer from its power supply by means of opening a 
switch, wherever the switch may be disposed, substantially as claimed. - 

21. As to claim 1 8, Bartone discloses a method of wirelessly controlling one or more remote 
devices to be controlled, including the steps of: providing a database (22) with specific 
information relating to each device to be controlled [col. 5, lines 48-50]; generating a device 
control signal using information from the database [col 6, lines 16-18]; wirelessly transmitting 
the device control signal to a satellite receiving station [FIG. 3, element 52, and col. 6, lines 45- 
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54]; wirelessly transmitting the device control signal from the satellite receiving station to a 
control signal transceiver [col. 5, lines 29-45]; distributing the control signal from the transceiver 
to the device to be controlled [col. 5, lines 17-21]; and generating a signal that controls some 
aspect of the device to be controlled [col. 5, lines 59-67]. Although Bartone does not specifically 
teach the device transmitting a signal to the transceiver that it is ready to be controlled, Bartone 
does teach that intelligent agent can control the power mode of the device [col. 10, lines 22-31]. 
It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the process of having the intelligent 
agent managing the power of the controlled computer would comprise any necessary 
communication protocols, such as readiness indication messages or the like, in order for the 
power conservation mode to be activated or deactivated, substantially as claimed. 

22. As to claim 19, Bartone discloses a method of wirelessly controlling one or more remote 
devices to be controlled, including the steps of: generating a device control signal [col. 6, lines 
1 1-18]; wirelessly transmitting the device control signal to a satellite receiving station [FIG. 3, . 
element 52, and col. 6, lines 45-54]; wirelessly transmitting the device control signal from the 
satellite receiving station to a control signal transceiver [col. 5, lines 29-45]; distributing the 
control signal from the transceiver to the device to be controlled [col. 5, lines 17-21]; and 
generating a signal that controls some aspect of the device to be controlled [col. 5, lines 59-67]. 
Although Bartone does not specifically teach the device transmitting a signal to the transceiver 
that it is ready to be controlled, Bartone does teach that intelligent agent can control the power 
mode of the device [col. 10, lines 22-31]. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
that the process of having the intelligent agent managing the power of the controlled computer 
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would comprise any necessary communication protocols, such as readiness indication messages 
or the like, in order for the power conservation mode to be activated or deactivated, substantially 
as claimed. 

23. As to claim 20, Bartone discloses a method of wirelessly controlling power distribution to 
a plurality of computers each of which is connected to a power source, including the steps of: 
generating power distribution control signals addressed to one or more of the plurality of 
computers [col. 6, lines 11-18]; wirelessly transmitting the power distribution control signals to a 
satellite receiving station [FIG. 3, element 52, and col. 6, lines 45-54]; wirelessly transmitting the 
power distribution control signals from the satellite receiving station to a control signal receiver 
[FIG. 3, and col. 5, lines 29-45]; distributing control signals from the control signal receiver to an 
intelligent agent [col 5, lines 17-21]; transmitting over a two-way communication link a control 
signal from the intelligent agent to each of the plurality of computers addressed by the signal 
[col. 5, lines 17-21]; and disconnecting from its power source each computer from which a safe- 
to-shut-down signal is received by the intelligent agent [col. 5, lines 59-67]. Although Bartone 
does not specifically teach the device transmitting a signal to the intelligent agent that it is safe to 
shut down, Bartone does teach that intelligent agent can control the power mode of the device 
[col. 10, lines 22-31]. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the process of 
having the intelligent agent managing the power of the controlled computer would comprise any 
necessary communication protocols, such as safety indication messages or the like, in order for 
the power conservation mode to be activated or deactivated, substantially as claimed. 
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24. As to claim 21, Bartone discloses the controlled computer may have a power 
conservation mode, and that the intelligent agent may activate or deactivate this mode as desired 
[col. 10, lines 28-3 1]. Because ACPI is a power conservation mode, it would be inherent for the 
control process to comprise any necessary ACPI signals in order for the power conservation 
mode to be activated or deactivated, substantially as claimed. 

25. As to claim 22, Bartone discloses that the master controller, the intelligent agent and the 
computers to be controlled are all part of a network [col. 5, lines 48-45, and col. 6, lines 7-10]. It 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that secure communication technology such 
as authentication protocols well known in the art be implemented in the network, in order to 
prevent unauthorized access to the devices within the power control system. Indeed, Bartone 
teaches the use of secure and authenticated communication technology, such as VPN [col. 5, 
lines 3-6] or other secure network protocols [col 7, lines 57-67, and col. 8, lines 1-3], in other 
aspects of the invention. Thus, Bartone teaches it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use authenticated communications, comprising security information identifying the 
control signal as an authorized signal wherein said intelligent agent only distributes a control 
signal to the computer to be controlled if the security information is authentic, substantially as 
claimed. 

26. As to claims 23-24, Bartone discloses said two-way communication link is a wireless link 
[col. 5, lines 40-45]. 
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Conclusion 



27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Chang whose telephone number is (703) 305-4612. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on (703) 308-1 159. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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